Of late there has been considerable discussion upon the subject of dental patents, and quite a diversity of opinions expressed with reference thereto. Some of our brethren whose zeal seems to have got the mastery over their judgments, have come down upon the subject in a manner by no means calculated to win our suffrages, or impress our understanding with a conviction of the correctness of their reasoning.
These Siamese twins cannot be separated without risk. They were born of the same parentage?nursed by the same hand, and the throbbing heart of the one, sends its pulsations through the arteries of the other.
And here it is that we complain of injustice, of inequality. Here, we enter our solemn protest against hoary usage, and obnoxious farvoritism. Here, we learn to appreciate the grandiloquent declamation, and elegant emptiness, of much of this "sound and fury," which either destroys copy-rights, or "signifies nothing," when directed against patent-rights.
Let us see how they look side by side where they properly belong. In the July number of the American Journal of Dental Science, for 1852, Prof. Handy bases an argument against patents in medicine, on the ground of a "general feeling," both professional and non-professional, against them. He says, "there is no legal difficulty in the way; but only the general feeling, both professional and unprofessional, which was (wars ?) against it, and it is just this feeling which seems to form the reason why the opinion is so prevalent that patents in all such cases are wrong. Now, if such feeling as this were only occasional, and occurred but in few cases, it might be thought of but little value, and seem scarcely worthy of notice; but when, on the contrary, such feeling becomes universal; when it is found in the savage, as well as civilized man; in the ignorant, as well as the informed, the inference seems fairly to force itself that such feeling is fundamental to our nature, of binding authority, and enforcing a moral obligation, which every one feels as instinctive to his very being." "Now, if this be true, (he says,) the common opinion of mankind is against all patenting whatever in medicine," &c. He has very justly remarked, that the subject is one of very great interest. "Thatit is a subject admitted to be of some difficulty, about which honest minds may differ." We do not set ourselves for the defence of all its abuses, but merely inquire as 35*
